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"I WAS MOCKEDP WHEN I SAIP I'P
ACHIEVE EXTRA-SOLAR TRAVEL.
TOLP I WAS MAD —- OVER ZEALOUS.”
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80 THIS ISN'T ABOUT A RACE, "THIS IS JUST A RICH BOY’S
OR WAR, OR POMINATION.” PREAM COME TRUE.”
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TO MovE.
Now.
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“I NEVER HAP ANY POUBTS I'P
PO IT. I WAS BORN TO PO THIS.”
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.TO
INTROPUCE THE
FIRST FUNCTIONAL

FASTER-THAN-
LIGHT CRUISER--
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. ROLAND, WOULD 4
— ; . YOU CARE TO EXPLAIN ; =
~ \ WHY YOU’RE CURRENTLY e g
SITTING IN THE PILOT SEAT
OF AN FTL JUMP SHIPZ
YOU'RE IN 50 MUCH
TROUBLE--




...AND
I PROMISE IT'LL
BE THE FIRST
MANNED CRAFT TO
LEAVE OUR SOLAR

You
MAY KNOW Me
AS THE GREATEST
FAILURE IN sPACE
EXPLORATION! BUT

TONIGHT I’M RIPING
ON THE COAT TAILS
OF A BETTER

- ~~q

/ n‘ S 700 RISKY "\
I JONES, T CAN'T |
' 60 AROUND THE =
\ FRONT OR HE'LL |

\_ PROP NovaK. y

______

WE RrE
GOING ON A
JOU?NEY
YOU ANP T.

TRIE TOTEM JUMPS. (
\
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BE CAREFUL
AMANPA. THE ENERGY
BEING RELEASEDP FROM
THE PULL PRIVE COULP
KILL YOU! THERE’'S NO
SHIELPING YET!

T'LL TAKE
THAT UNPER
ADVISEMENT,
JONES.

YOU’RE INSANE,
IRA. THIS SHIP
ISN’T REAPY FOR
TRAVEL!!

AH,
BUT IT IS, ANDEL!
THE SHIP’S BEEN
REAPIED BY MY
AGENTS USING AN
INGENIOUS SET OF
VIRUSES PESIGNED
BY ROLANP O
HeRe!

WHILE
YOUNG SAPIE IS
EXPERTLY QUALIFIED
TO UNPERSTAND
THE INTRICACIES OF
FOLDING TRAVEL...

..We’re
REAPY FOR
LAUNCH!







SHIP IS
HOLPING
STEADY,
IRA.

FULL CONTROL,
EVERYTHING’S
WORKING LIKE YOU
PLANNED. IT'S AS IF
We’'Re ACTUALLY
FLYING THE

IT’S INGENIOUS
REALLY. WE'VE
BEEN TRACKING ALL
THE KEYSTROKES ANP
GESTURES USEPD IN
THE SIMULATIONS,

IT'S THE FIRST
TIME THEY’VE SET
FOOT INAPULL SHIP,
BUT THEY KNOW HOW
TO FLY IT BETTER
THAN YOUR OWN
TECHNICIANS.

WHAT IF
SOMETHING G0ES
WRONG, ARE THEY
PREPARED FOR

THATZ LAST
TIME--

&00D LAD!

AMANPA
LEWIS! HOW




WE'RE
MOVING INTO
PULLSPACE,

NovaK.

EXACTLY are |
WE HEAPING,
SAPIEZ? |

You
WANT TO
GET US ALL
KILLEDPZ IS
THAT ITZ?

MY FIRST ATTEMPT
AT EXTRA-SOLAR

ADISC OF
ROTTING METAL AND
FLESH. I'VE CHANGED
THE FLIGHT PLAN TO
TAKE US INTO JUPITER’S,
SHAPOW...

... AND
DIRECTLY ANDEL,
INTO THE PATH 1S THERE
OF THE FOLLY ANYTHING YOU
WALL! CAN DOZ YOU

PESIGNED THIS
THING!

WE'VE 60T
TEN MINUTES
TILL PULLSPACE,

FOLKS--




You
MAPMAN, IRA.
I KNOW THE
PISASTER HURT
YOU BADLY--

IF WE'D Never

MADE THAT
THEY CALLED ME
UPID BET! s ASUAL IN THE NEWS
= REPORTS —- SAID THAT MY
2 CHILPISH 0BSESSION WITH
| RACING YOU INTO sPACE
KILLED THEM.

DON'T TALK L
TO ME ABOUT
FAULT, ANDEL!

FIFTEEN
veopLE.
FIFTEEN
FAMILIES.
MY FAULT,

YOU AND ME,
AND THE PILOTS.
MS. LEWIS WAS—
UNEXPECTEP.

WE'RE GOING
TO SURVIVE
- THIS, THEN
AND ROLAND WE’RE GOING

AND SADIE-- HOME AND
THEY DIDN'T KNOW YOU’RE GOING
THIS WAS A SUICIDE T0 JAIL.

MISSIONZ THEY

GOING HOMEZ

AND HOW
EXACTLY ARE
YOU GOING TO

FIX T

BY DOING
SOMETHING YOU
| Never couLp,
TAPPAN. BY BEING
BRILLIANT.

LISTEN, YOU
GUYS KNOW

BOYS, I'Ve
GOT THIS.




SAPIE, T’M SENDING
YOU THE INSTRUCTIONS,

I WANT YOU TO RUN

THEM THROUGH THAT
EXCEEPINGLY BRILLIANT
\ MIND OF YOURS AND TELL

ME IF YOU THINK THIS

WILL WORK.

NOVAK, NO ONE
HAS EVER PULLED
OFF CALCULATIONS

ENTERING
puLLspPACE

sApPlE, INPUT
THE COORPINATES
NOW, THE SHIP WILL
CATCH UP.

ROLANPD, T
WANT YOU RUNNING
THOSE SUPPRESSION
COPES, KEEP THE VIRUS
OFF OUR BACK WHILE We
IMPLEMENT THE NEW
PROGRAMMING.

IT’6 ALL IN
THE TIMING,
peOPLE--










WAIT-- THIS
HAS HAPPENED
BeFore! [

My
60D, WHAT DID

1 - YOU LOOKED

LIKE YOU - KNEW
WHAT HE WAS
GOING TO DO--

LOOK, T PON'T
KNOW WHAT’S
GOING ON HERE,
BUT WE’RE LOSING
PRESSURE




NO!

HAPPEN -
NOT LIKE




We've
ALREAPY
BEEN HERE.

HELMETS
OFF GUYS, YOU
WON’T NEED
THEM.

PREPARE
FOR THE
OSCILLATUM.

WHAT'S
HAPPENING,
ANDELZ

THE
TERTIARISTS
ARE HERE.




Welcome,
Guanta, to | |
the Oscillatum.

HAVE BEEN
ASSESSED AND
CATALOCUED.
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I GET IT.
< 4| we've aLrespy |
DONE THIS.

PONE WHATZ! \
WHAT IS THIS,
NOVAKZ WHERE !
ARE WEZ A%




PON'T
WORRY, I’'M SURE
IT WAS EXPLAINED
LAST TIME. WE'RE
CATCHING UP WITH

OURSELVES, SO LET'S
GET THIS OVER
WITH.

There should -
this is redact.
You're coming into
ordinary time in a
moment. This is
the Cosmic Central
Core initiating Novak.
Soon, all will be as
it should.

THERE IS A
FAMILIARITY
A\ TO ALL THIS.

From here
you will define
your purpose,

Novak, then you

will return home.

You have already
chosen to be the
one who does this.




\'VY o '/y/’
N THE TIME Z

CHILD.

WHAT IS IT?
WHAT POES IT
po?

CAN
YOU FEEL ITZ?
TIME WEIRD \
FEELS, PONE THIS [\
LIKE WE'VE |\
BEFORE...

It is a gap
that allows a cross
a8 section of Y space to
W be folded into 5. It is
a way of communicating
with the Cosmic
Central Core.

I KNOW You
DPON’T UNPERSTAND \
NOW, BUT ONCE T
COME BACK OUT OF |
THERE, YOU WILL, T
PROMISE.

MULTIPLE REALITIES —-
REDPACLT, IT CALLED (T -~
THEY'RE CONVERGING. |}

THIS ISN'T THE FIRST
TIME WE'VE BEEN
HERE.




BEEN HERE
BeFORe!

NEXT: EXTRA ASTRONOMICAL!



Cosmic

Confessions

Keep up. Ii's about 1o getl a
whole lot weirder.

Thanks for buying Gonzo Cosmic #1. You've taken the
first step on a journey lasting 12 issues, and taking in
superheroes, dlien species, post-Capitdlist society and
the meta-textual nature of the universe itself.

Still with us? Good - we're glad youre here. Gonzo
Cosmic is a labour of love, a sonnet to all my favourite fictions, a
super—compressed ride through the potential of comics to
transport us, thrill us and make us think. The action barely lets
up during this first, three-issue arc, and if you'll stay with us for
the duration, we promise to deliver a rip-roaring ride that will leave
you breathless and gasping for more.

BExpect Gonzo to drop on a quarterly basis while we release it
through Unthank - and if we succeed in getting the book taken
up by a publisher, well get it to you even quickerl

Wed like to hear fromm you too - send us letters, comments,
criticisms etc to engage@unthankcomics.co.uk and mark your

email ‘Cosmic Confessions'.
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What the hell Is
Gonzo Cosmic anyway?

About three years ago, | started fiddiing around with ideas for a new comic | was
going to write and draw. | knew that | wanted it o be poppuy. pulpy and probably
pretty political. | wanted compression - large stories told over a short space of time,
delivering big ideas in rapid succession and trusting the reader to keep up.

lts first iteration was very different from this - it was a much more prosaic superhero
team set-up, although the characters themselves were quirky and off=the-wall. But
as | started to develop the context for the book, | redlised | was going fo have o deal
with some big topics that had been the focus of my interest for some time.

Superhero comics often posit the idea that the characters can change the world -
but often that manifests itself by post-humans batting on a massive scale, causing
camage, then cleaning up after themselves. Even The Authority, which dared fo push
the superhero envelope, still followed a team that made more permanent changes on
alternate Earths than they did back home.

| wanted a superhero book that was ‘complete’ - with an arc during which the main
characters caused lasting change across the planet. | wanted the intensity of The
Invisibles ushering in the supercontext, applied to a world that was recognisably our
own, and with cosmic post-humans in place of badass super-spy magicians.

And while | was muling this over, | was thinking about ‘“Zeitgeist’ - a documentary
designed to prod at our existing cultural paradigms and propose a future beyond
capitalism. Sure, the documentary is not without its flaws, and like anything else
designed to conscientise the viewer should be fed into your bullshit filter first. But |
loved that it was at least frying to show us an alterative to the status quo.

| decided that my book would focus on a team led by a superhero standard - the
bilionaire industridlist who is given the power to change his redlity - and that | would
push him to focus on making actual, fundamental change to the world he lived in.

So whie Gonzo Cosmic concerns itself with massive sci-fi themes, as the title
suggests, at its heart is an attempt to see what a post-scarcity, post-capitalist
culture might look like. This is a book designed to bridge the gap between ‘real-world’
superhero books and utopian sci-fi. The bridge between Earth and Krypton, if you
like. Or a way to get from here to lain M. Banks ‘Culture’.

lt's not a polemic. The path o Novak’s dream of a world without money is not easy,
and he's going to have to make some tough decisions to get there. The world might
not be ready o be changed so easily. And we'll explore the nature of power, and
whether one man with the power to change things ever redlly should. But that's the
drama of the book. The context is one of looking forward, of seeing what that cutture
might look like.

With some big space battles and dlien races thrown in for good measure.

-Garry Mac, December 2013.
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